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SUPPLEMENT TO 


THUS DOCUMENT CONTAINS UENFORMATION AFFECTING THE MATI!OWAL DEFENSE 
OF THE UNITED STATES, WITHIN THE MEANING OF TITLE $By SECTIONS 793 
AND 794, OF THE U.S. CODE, AS AMENDED. TTS TRANSMISS!ON ON REVE~ 
LATION OF ITS CONTENTS TO OR RECEIPT BY AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS 
PROWIBETEGD GY Law. THE REPRODUCTION CF THES FORM IS PRONTAITED. 
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SOURC 


Qs What is the duration of an officer's tour of duty in the Far East? 


As A tour of duty in the Far East is supposed to be limited to three years, In actual 


' practice, tours are often extended to four or five years and depend wpen the oui ly 
arrival of replacements. 


Qe What is the normal tour with the Group of Occupation Forces, Germany? 


Ao Three years, This policy.is strictly adhered to in all but a few instances, 
Qe . ‘AG are the exceptions? ; 
ee - General officers, MGB persommel, certain officer specialists, and jet pilcts. In 


. the lest two eategories, lack of replacements limit. compliance with the three year 
. polley. In 1951) a large number of antiaircraft artillery officers wera offered 
promotions before their regular turn if they would voluntarily éxtand their sérvice 
ta Germany’: As! ahi weme. €neivae tel metutn te the UgSsRy hewaweby there ware a0’ take 
werd OD gy id 
Qe Hew frequently, and at what times of the yzar, are officer personnel rctated from 
Germany to the USSR? ° 


Ae Rotation oceurs annually, with officers leaving during the period 15 October - 1 


JENUALY « 

Qe Wheat is the nowmal overlep between the arrival of replacements and the departure 
of officers for the USSR? 

A... A-maximim of two weeks. 


Qe To what extent are officers knowledgeable of their specific assignment within the 
USSR prior to their departure from Germany? 


Be Replacement officers arriving in Germany are sent to the pool at Frankfurt am Oder 
Where they are given assignments to their new unit, Replacements are usually on a 
man-for-man basis with the replaced officer returning to the unit in the USSR..to 
which his RTT bad previously been assigned, When the replacement is posted 
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So cermany from « sehool, the replaced officer is assigned to an offieer's pool in 
Mey Pow » 
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comment: Previous reports have indicated that orders returning an offieer 
to the USSR never state the unit to which he is transferred, This report indicates that 
the offiger dees have an opportunity to learn cof his new assignment prior to Leaving 


Germany. 


Is there established ‘policy limiting the length of time an officer may serve in the same 
unit within the USSR? ; 


When Voroshilov was Commissar of Defense, there was no set limit. Officers spent eight, 
nine and more years in the same assignment with the result that many started bushesses:: 
in their local comunity, and military discipline suffered, When Marshal Timoshenko 
replaced Voroshilov in 1940, three years was adopted as the normal duration of a tour 


with any particular unit. 


When this three-year tour is up and an officer is to be transferred to another unit with- 
in the USSR, will he ysually remain within the same Military District or be transferred 
te another Military District? 


With thé exception of the Moscow Military District, which does not sooperate in such 
matters, there is a fairly definite pattern of transfers. Officers assigned in the 
Baltic regions are customarily exchanged with offisers serving in the Caucasus, Officers 
from the Ukraine and Belorussia areas are exchanged with those serving in the Urals, and 
those serving in Germany are frequently replaced by officers who have completed their 
tours in the Far East. The Moscow Military District, ag a "select spot", does not cone.) 
form as slosely to the fixed=tour principle. 7 


Do all officer personnel transfer orders originate at the MaincPersonnel Directorate of 
the Liat or do lower echelons have the authority to order transfers of officer 
personne 


All transfer orders resulting from the rotation polloy originate in Moscow. Higher com 
meanders may order transfer of officers within their area o jurisdiction during a tour 
of duty. For example, an Army Commander in GOFG may transfer offiéers within the 
subordinate units of his army during their tour of duty in Germany, but he has nct jur- 
isdiction over transfers to and from the USSR. All orders affecting general officers 
must originate in Moscow, 


During Werld Wer II, did the Soviet Army follow the practice 6f designating units by 
the name of thelr commanding officer as a seourity measure? If so, at what echelons? 


Yes. This practice was followed from separate battalion through army level and also | 
within the various unite to designate sub-units, 


Sy Comments Other sources have indicated this cover ia still being used dur~ 
ng maneuve 


re and tactical problems. This source states that "Chast" (Unit or formation) 
ie used regardless of whether the unit in question is a battalion or an amy. Thus : 


"Chast Ivanov" gives: no indication of the size of the unit conmanded by Ivanov. 
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